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Fig. 1 Schematic illustration of the experimental studies: a disinfected laminated in 1-cm-thick layers; d the sections with the bullet track are
blue-coloured skin from a pig is wetted with a defined bacterial examined for skin particles visible to the naked eye, then cut out,
suspension; b shots are fired into the composite model of gelatin and liquefied and spread on culture media

skin from the gelatin side; ¢ after firing the shot, the gelatin block is
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Table 1 Ammunition data of the cartridges used for test shots

Number of Bullet shape Abbreviation  Bullet type Bullet mass Bullet velocity Bullet energy Manufacturer

shots (g) (m/s) (1)

6 Round nose (rn 1-5) Lead bullet 10.2 226-249 260-316 Winchester

1 Truncated (tc) Semi-jacketed 7.45 278 288 Winchester
cone bullet

1 Hollow point  (hp) Semi-jacketed 8.1 314 399 Remington

bullet
1 Flat nose (fn) Lead bullet 9.6 221 234 Remington
rn1 rn2

CepEEEEHES

3
F
5 nnn
5
EEEEEE R 2
2 3 4 8 6 7 B 0 0 Mmoo W BE DD 2D omEm
Bullok track jom] Bullet ¥ack [cm]
rn3 rn4
=
-
——
2
- B
F
5
non,
1 2 3 8 7 B 8 WM 7 W WKW MW DN ZDNDD LSRR B W Dl 3
Bulet track [em] Bullet tack [cm]
rns tc
-
600 o
] =
- o, o
E
m § "
3
m g @
w 8 =
€
Il BERREE, § = ™ < LAL_R,
5 7 B B MM n oW oEmTm oD @D M m® 2 3 4 8 8 7 8 00 M @B WB®TW oD 2D NS B

Bubet track [em] Bullet rack [cm]
Fig. 2 Comparative illustration of skin particle distribution in the bullet tracks (grey bars) and number of bacterial colonies (black rhombi)
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Fig. 3 Gelatin layer (1 cm thick) of the bullet track caused by a round
nose bullet (r n 2, laver 22). The arrow indicates a skin particle
(2%1%1 mm) at the end of a radial gelatin slit

v
MIUNINTZIBVBUTOUUATIS o2 W3 oUNDTDENTZ U

Y
508 1UNQIDNITqUIIMNNMIRTaY Taveslnlall Sepidermidis NA1AIAIUN 24

Y

#211ug S auIalafinuaiGeligegaluiuinlndsaluiuiniseon mansayau Inveusouuniise

U a

9 4 4
wunladndialudiulareszoziing 6-8 su. msdanmadeunzgilugvesiannass awasuirlilg

~

A a P v ' & 4 d' o ¢
ﬂﬁmsnulwnﬂﬂﬂjmzmm/u #N5zez N9 1A09 18 V.M 1INNUNN19DN (gﬂ‘w 2) NUIUANYTUVDI

] ]
=t

1 I @ I = a A Aaas Y A o 4
CFUs nianvianennnguanuaen ldwaenlunsaivesytiamsmaounan ldeiiunly (31N 2)
@ ag & a g a o d‘ dy d‘ 9
AINIVANAY ’Jﬂﬂigi‘!uﬁuﬂmﬂ\iﬂTi‘ﬂﬂﬁ’f)‘]JEJ\W]'JEJN’J“H‘HQ‘HQVI‘IJ?1ﬁ%1ﬂﬂ1§ﬂulﬂﬂu‘ﬂﬂ1u
v ]
vm’e)aﬂuawumumamuﬂ‘lﬂammﬁuwwﬂﬁzqu"lu”lﬁuammimﬂmm S. epidermidis 798

d‘ a 3 d‘ ] a 9 (=} . s g = [
nizgquinaiiuganaled limenzquazdanszaqudu 1l S. epidermidis N laTalidwmunnuaay



1A g . L w9 = A I v . . a

ﬂquumiﬁzmnﬂu S. epidermidis ﬂumay‘awNmmwmuamﬂumﬂwu‘f; S. epidermidis, DSM 1789, N
2 4 1

1 lumsduilouvesiy duilousesaanmulunmdunisvesnszqu Fse1vszuanaisediagauuy

Y A A Y A A A [ @ M) =

Llﬁziﬂﬁﬂ’ﬁiW\WTﬂLL‘Uﬂ‘V]LifJW'JGIGHLW’t’]ﬂ1TVlﬂﬁ@‘]J NATINAOUNTDINAIINTZoZHNAIVOY 48 "]f'JTlNlI

A d%l = g 9 dy
ﬂWSL‘WﬁJ"UuLWﬂﬂlaﬂu’ﬂﬂiuﬂ1iﬂulﬂ’ﬂu

Fig. 4 High-speed motion cam-

era documentation of test shot

rn 1. a—c Formation of the

temporary cavity, d, e partial

collapse of the temporary cavity

in an anterograde direction,

f, g pulsation of the temporary a
cavity and expulsion of skin

particles (detail)

1
i
b_a
. | i
d
, f-

<
L@ﬂt’fﬁﬂé}@\iﬂ’JWNLﬁ’Jq\i

v A Y Y o K A < = =
ﬂW‘Wlﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ;ﬂ‘l’lﬂﬁ?’JU‘l’iaﬂﬂ’f)ﬂﬁglﬂ)’ﬂa’fNUuﬂﬂﬂT‘WLﬂa‘fJMUl‘ﬁ’Jﬂ311]&5’3’@1@ 11]1’] 4 LFEAINTINN
onunnmanageu Iasldnszgquitiazniuu (¢ n 1) luseniumImunzgueInszay, $03%1A317
% a 1 A Y o a o ya d' 9
WannuaznninunvIeveInszgqy (31l 4a - o WensegquinnziuurazUiliimynau
I ) o Y ! a Y 9
aaﬂgflug 5UEﬂEJ"]fEN“li’Jﬂ‘ﬂ’)‘mﬂ“l/nxilﬂﬂvl’]_lﬂanﬂ’t)’t)ﬂ (91N 4¢) umﬁmqummqmu“luﬂﬁmamuwm
A =} [ 9 9 1 d' 1 Y
(319 4d, e) wazveeaodn lidanmain (31 46 MUAWMIYUATIAIUDY TEUINMTVIYAIALHA

o & w 2 a <
WJL‘IJWNWJ%U BUNARNIVUIAANNTSIIYIINNTDDN (21] 4g)



msendsiawa

a A g a dy a dy A A A A
Lmamﬂmigﬂﬂwzuluamn,ﬂuuwamm%ﬂ ﬂ’]5§°'lﬂl°lf®lﬂw131/]ﬂJ@QLLWﬁQﬂﬂﬁgquﬂuﬁlULWﬂ'ﬂm
<3| ' @ = aa o Yo o A A A A a
i’rJﬂmﬂlﬂuﬂﬂuﬁmimﬂuuazmsﬁﬂ‘mmﬂﬂauﬂi]maumﬂ"lﬂi‘umfsmmumimmwnﬂizﬁwﬁmw
o o = 1 9 ' & = Y &
mstlosnuTsanazmssne lumsdneineumbhmuidudeummnz Mveudunisgnnszguiluein
=)

a ~ ~ Y a dy A E) 1A 3 Y a <
NAINNITUNUN VBILUANL EJﬂTL!N'J“IHﬂ‘W‘L!‘Vl‘VINL“IH“U‘11!1ﬂ1ﬂiy‘ﬂiJ'ENH'TL!‘lﬂLLEIgW’JﬂHﬂWﬂ"UMWﬂmﬂ

| ' a A o
mmﬂumiﬁuu’dwmgaumﬂ

=1 1 19

AnwnnmelagnzuuaiiFeNa oz gnuudInIniIveIN1eenNNaUFIdUN 19500
o oy v & A A Y I
nszgudslilansvdounsTaeldiiiooiion Luff doudiumunamaas iunan1gwonINgn
A o A A o . Ay yo y A4
nszquilulay naassnuiiiewoaTorzaa i ldsumsinaquitetiaeslunisesn wiawisonaas
A o 2 A Y A A ' o
Msununoosrasvedvdes udunisvenssgquilulwneunnainnadeuaziaue i au
HANANTEHINFDIHATIATIIALUI TIINMANBUDNUNAADNIINATDU Tian HazamzUnaguauigiiv
2 v
Y 9 A A A A A .. 9 o A
arvfnuileununiGe (Fouuniise prodigiosum) AUN1NEONVDINTGUTY HAIIINBINATDD

W'JﬂHﬂﬁWlﬂiﬂ@]i’J‘DW‘]Ju‘]JﬂﬁEifJLL‘I/Iuﬁ‘01ﬂ®®ﬂ‘mﬂuWﬂﬁ@]iﬂﬂﬁNlﬁu‘ﬂ1\1‘11’&)\1!,!%’0!,!,613!,"]}1!@fJ'JTP]"]J Luff

navena lnmsgavzildinaaugmisnesnduvesmsvuda

=~

MINATOVYDUI WAAIBINFAUIVANG sNogUTUNeenINg Uy UNIhINYTZnoU

A oy

a A [ @ Y dy Y Y o a Aq ¥

gmmuﬂumﬁmmaawmﬂammqmumqﬂizq minageuideduladuiiuns laohnly
Aa A a a Y ' 9 dy a Y
LmﬂmiEmm‘m%uﬂﬁlums@1ﬂmmﬁummwaﬂauwmuuumwguumummaﬂﬁumgﬂﬂsgqu
HUANIS sARETTIT DA UV-fluorescent GFP ’dnﬂiﬂﬂi’Ji]W‘]JiuV]NE)E)ﬂﬂJENLﬁu‘V]Nﬂi8’(’!1& 10 Au.
] a a a A Ja dy U - a 1o & Y

“lnwummmumﬂmm@aumﬂwﬂmﬂau ampicillin-containing LB agar muammau"lmuﬂumm
a A A A (Y d? y a o os: dy 1
NATTUN LL‘]Jﬂ‘VlLiEJG]&51’cﬂi!,i’fNLLTcNhliJLﬂﬂ"’U’uclu’dﬂTWLL’Jﬂ’ﬁleN‘ﬁiiiﬂ)’m@ﬂuuﬂﬁﬂmﬂ@uiﬂEJhliJ

Y v
falvveauansomarngoudlu 'l 10

fuganadounansI@oUaIUNTnIz1e Iaena llvesuuafisennszarenieluidunia

=< 1 Y dy 9 A a A ' dyd! o "9y [ 1 o

nszau lumsdninounthiin s S. epidermidis iiosnnuuaiiisomaridgoidoogaronu Taslui
o XY a P = a 9 A Y £ v A Y £ :1’ Y

BUATIUNNUDURINYBINTqUAIME 11589a8Tunzgaiuwia ldsdnduniannalenszqu

AzNIUA1eNULAT NIZTUNTIOAN 11T INITOATIVAOV S. epidermidis T1UF9 6-8 4. Tladunis



NIZEUIAZEMIDNTZEZNI 15 - 18 wu. 1InAunesndneendmlunnnsdl Taenalddmaums
b4

& A A Y Yo ' 7 Ao K
G]ﬁ'Ji]W‘]JL"]f'E]lL‘]Jﬂ'VILﬁﬂqQQQQﬂiﬂaﬂUWTQﬂﬂﬂllﬂgaﬂaﬂq%uﬂﬂﬂ1ﬂm@ﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬂ’]ﬂ]u 31]LL‘]J‘]J1'L!ﬂ1§

L1}

1 v
152910 TIUIUNUUUDUYDI CFUs QﬂGIi'J‘DW‘]JLLﬁgfﬁlﬂﬁﬂ@‘ﬁ‘]J1ﬂqﬁiﬂﬂﬂ150ﬂllﬁﬂqﬂlﬂulﬁ®

= Y a A dy a = a ~ . I~ Y
mmﬂuﬂjmmsazmmmﬂmsﬂﬂmﬂauuumwggifm 5314‘51&@1%@01‘?]1611& S. epidermidis Wuaumnu

v v
a a

ez ldmamsnsy@ay TnvewuaiGeriai lumsaiuguidian wuingonuaiGenwoludunis

9 4
A A Y A

yoanszauilulaunuuaiiseuumiiurneunhil

a A ] vy 1 9 o A a A o
fﬂﬁﬂﬁ3iﬂEJ‘U’EIQW'J@HﬂWﬂ‘V]iJ@QLﬂuU],ﬂﬂ’JEJC‘nLﬂ'sﬂﬁ@ﬂﬂaENﬂ‘]Jﬂ1§ﬂ§$‘D1fJLWIH1/I‘U@\1‘anu°V]5EJ
9 Y Y

$ a [ Y 1A [~ [ I~ a
Tumsidunanauvinumalvaiuewiu eymasgiivats CFUs wsuiig ldmiueymarioniu
d' ) [ 1 S A dy = (=Y 3 a a a
ndmsvvudwuanseluilen msleymavinaluainlsng ludunaaulasmsniyaulaves
dy a A ~ a - ~ . Il @ o 9
Wouuaiize (3UN 2, rn 1) awsnesuie 14 laemsunuivesty corium linseunguniiaiimg

Yuiloununnise

' 4 ] a @
SISJ}E]%Iﬂall’ﬂ\?ﬂ’g@\iﬂ1ﬂﬂ11/\lﬂﬁLﬂﬁﬂullﬁﬁﬂ’JWNl,i'Jq\iﬂﬂ’d’ﬂ‘]JﬂWiENLLZ’fﬂQﬂ’dU],ﬂﬂW5i§]ﬂﬂ15‘llﬂ1ﬂ§l’3

]
=t

@ @ ' ) < 1 o 13 ' @ a a 4
Llﬂgﬂﬂﬁﬂlfﬂu‘DQﬂ'J%GU@Q‘HﬂQ%'Jﬂﬁ']'JLﬂuﬁ')uﬂsl%}ﬁ']ﬂﬁllﬂqﬁmuﬁ\?ﬂ@ﬂﬁﬂ\imﬁ)\i@uﬂqﬂNﬁllagﬂﬂuﬂgfJ

=

E4 1 '
uennniisdidunsaaegludauniouiveseymandluusnaniesnangnnssquiluiignou

a

[ ' @ v Y ' o o @
2ONNIVNINYOINNBDNTLHINMTVIUA AT HAA AT UIINIZVDIFDI TTUIUNMTVIITAILAZHAA

' [l
a A ! !

< @ ~ 1 1 o 4 "o @ { 1
Whudmazisenit'mimely"vesresianin Iuegiudsiiegszninaraaz nasuidaseeenl

E1)

o A 3‘ 1 @ o o @ 1 1
dedto Tuihsgnieamazulamsvoeduaznad nilusaiz lagndunauaz sranarszninenny
v v

@ [ o (Y v o @ o '

AugaaeInsIlszina 20 mwas Tuti msvereaasnaa 1 udanIzven AU IuTEHIIN 103
' ] 9 Yo = a v A J a o

p1BrIUNNFeNedlasumsdeudIu  msleyniaridarsvessalialad luardueaiivayuy

auuAgIusUnamansvesresiinuiluaunamsunuiiveseymaia S1uauLAZANNENVI

aauih Idamsnlsznaveumagegavesresininld

1 Y 4
= [

& Y = oA 0 q 9 Yy o = ' y &
nszguidunldlumsanvassliliaonaumsi ldaeandesnumsAnyinouniil !

a

a o w = o <3 A a o o
‘DiNﬂﬁ'I/IﬂZ’f’ﬂ‘Ug]}’tth‘ljﬂiﬂﬂﬂ’ﬂgﬁﬂﬁgquﬂu‘mu’llulﬁﬂﬂ@ﬂ mfsﬁmguwnmm‘ummummmmwuaz

Uszianmsnageuiuanvesnsyguilulaommenszguinaey langagdwiums lusuiaadulng
Y o Y a =2 A @ ' ' 1 @ <
fﬂfﬂﬁ’lﬂﬁlﬂmliﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂluﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬂ’JHJﬂulmﬂﬁNigﬁ’JN%’ﬂﬂ‘B’Jﬂi13&Lﬂ$‘]J'§'§ﬂWﬂWﬁIﬂﬂiﬂULﬂMﬂﬁUlﬂ

wanlumsunuiinuaiisevereresiinsuazduviaieeuiudiunisesneiaiinnudAnedis



E4 b4
o v =

' E4 Y

gadmsuszaumsi ldinausedegaiiing  duiwsimaimamsildinansedegaiiszduegiu
wa R = S o o T S T v

Auauiavesnszguiluinertosiy Toundsnuiumezszriuilowenions zdunazAue1Ive

idumsdalungsmmg

Av A o :/l y <3 [l o 1 a g { A
ﬁ‘%ﬂ Naﬂ’]i'Ji]ﬂﬁu’uﬁu@slufnﬁﬁﬂ‘]eﬂﬂ5Qﬁlﬁuﬂﬂ1ﬂﬂfﬂmu'§l’]ﬂ’lﬁ@]ﬂl%@ﬂ]@\iﬂ’]ﬂllﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬂ‘ﬂ’]ﬂ

2 a P ' a A a ax
Qﬂﬂﬁgquﬂu@1ﬂlﬂﬂ%1ﬂuuﬂwﬁEﬁ’l'f]Wﬁﬂ'f]gl]uW')‘V]Uilaqu\jﬂﬂﬂmﬂqqﬂﬂﬁgqu

References

1. Albreht M, Scepanovic D, Ceramilac A, Milivojevic V, Berger S, Tasic G, Tatic V, Todoric M,

Popovic D, Nanusevic N (1979) Experimental soft tissue wounds caused by standard military
rifles. Acta Chir Scand 489:185-198 (Suppl)
2. Czymek R, Lenz S, Dusel W (1999) Prevention of infection in war wounds. Chirurg 70:1156-1162

3. Dahlgren B, Almskog B, Berlin R, Nordstrom G, Rybeck B, Schantz B, Seeman T (1982) Local effects

of antibacterial therapy (benzyl-penicillin) on missile wound infection rate and tissue
devitalization when debridement is delayed for twelve hours. Acta Chir Scand 508:271-279 (Suppl)

4. Gonul E, Baysefer A, Kahraman S, Ciklatekerlioglu O, Gezen F, Yayla O, Seber N (1997) Causes of

infections and management results in penetrating craniocerebral injuries. Neurosurg Rev 20:177-181

5. GroBe Perdekamp M, Vennemann B, Mattern D, Serr A, Braunwarth R, Pollak S (2005) Tissue defect

at the gunshot entrance wound: what happens to the skin? Int J Legal Med
119:217-222

6. GroBe Perdekamp M, Kneubuehl BP, Serr A, Vennemann B, Pollak S (2006) Gunshot-related transport
of microorganisms from the skin of the entrance region into the bullet path. Int J Legal Med (in press)

DOI: 10.1007/s00414-005-0073-7



10

7. Harvey EN, Whiteeley AH, Grundfest H, McMillen JH (1946) Piezoelectric crystal measurements of
pressure changes in the abdomen of deeply anaesthetized animals during the passage of HV missiles. Mil

Surg 98:509-528

8. Hecimovic I, Dmitrovic B, Kurbel S, Blagus G, Vranes J, Rukovanjski M (2000) Intracranial infection

after missile brain wound: 15 war cases. Zentralbl Neurochir 61:95-102

9. Jacob E, Setterstrom JA (1989) Infection in war wounds: experience in recent military conflicts and

future considerations. Mil Med 154:311-315

10. Jussila J (2004) Preparing ballistic gelatine—review and proposal for a standard method. Forensic Sci

Int 141:91-98

11. Korzinek K (1993) War injuries of the extremities. Unfallchirurg 96:242-247

12. Liu Y, Guo R, Wu B, Li S, Wang D (1988) Pressure variation in temporary cavities trailing three

different projectiles penetrating water and gelatin. J Trauma 28:9-13 (Suppl)

13. Liu Y, Li S, Wu B, Wang D, Jiang S, Cheng X et al. (1988) Characteristics of cavities trailing

different projectiles penetrating water. J Trauma 28:13—16 (Suppl)

14. Luff K (1968) Untersuchungen zur Frage des Druckdifferenzausgleichs im Schufikanal. Beitr Gerichtl

Med 24:108-113

15. Matheson JM (1968) Infection in missile wounds. Ann R Coll Surg Engl 42:347-366

16. Ragsdale BD, Josselson A (1988) Predicting temporary cavity size from radial fissure measurement in

ordnance gelatin. J Trauma 28:5-9 (Suppl)

17. Thurston AJ (2000) Of blood, inflammation and gunshot wounds: the history of the control of sepsis.

Aust N Z J Surg 70:855-861

18. Tian HM, Huang MJ, Liu YQ, Wang ZG (1982) Primary bacterial contamination of wound tract. Acta

Chir Scand 508:265-269 (Suppl)

19. Tikka S (1982) The contamination of missile wounds with special reference to early antimicrobial

therapy. Acta Chir Scand 508:281-287 (Suppl)



